PREVENTING
POLLUTION FROM
WASHING CARS

Additional Resources:

Environmental Protection Agency

(Stormwater Sources and Solutions:

tinyurl.com/57h7ak6w

Environmental Protection Agency
(NPDES Stormwater Program):
tinyurl.com/5cw42x79
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Simple steps you can take to keep our
water clean



HOW YOU CAN HELP

WHAT YOU CAN DO

The following suggestions were
developed to give you some ideas
on how you can safely wash your
car. They’re common sense things
that don’t take a lot of time or cost a
lot of money, but can do a lot to
prevent water pollution.

« Try to wash your car on the lawn or
other surface where wash water can
soak in instead of running into the
gutter.

« Don’t use “hose off” engine
degreasers or acid-based wheel
cleaners.

« When possible, take your car to a
commercial car wash that recycles
wash water.

« Turn off the water if you’re not
actively washing the car. Don’t
waste water by letting it run into the
street.




